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One Panel at a Time

“If I had to choose a religion, the sun as the universal giver of life would be my God.” This quote by Napoleon Bonaparte makes me question why people do not use the sun, instead of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels are what provide most of the energy and electricity that the world demands, but they also pollute the environment. There are better ways to produce energy, such as wind power, hydro power, and solar power. One thing that would make Maui a better place to live is increasing the use of solar panels. Solar panels save money, reduce the use of harmful fossil fuels, and are a reliable energy source. 


First of all, people should use solar panels because solar panels save money. “The amount of money saved from solar panels varies, but many homeowners and business owners report that their electric bill was cut between 50% and 90%” (“How Much Money”). How much money solar panels saves is different for everyone. For example, Michael Lewis reported that when Phoenixville Area High School installed solar panels, they spent a total of $665,000 on energy that year versus the $952,000 they spent the previous school year. Also, in Porterville, California, Porterville High School installed solar panels and spent $42,000 on energy bills in 2012 from February to July instead of the $141,000 they spent during the same time period in 2011. So, while the amount varies, solar panels do save a great deal of money.

Secondly, solar panels reduce the use of harmful fossil fuels that create energy. Fossil fuels create an abundance of carbon dioxide into the air. This in turn warms the Earth’s surface more than would naturally happen, which causes global warming. In the article “Fossil Fuels” by the Environmental and Energy Study Institute, the combustion of oil, a harmful fossil fuel, releases fine particles which can lead to serious respiratory problems. Solar panels actually help prevent global warming and there are no harmful effects to people and the environment.

Thirdly, solar panels rely on a reliable energy source. “The sun provides enough energy in 1 minute to supply the world’s energy needs for 1 year” (“Solar Energy’). Along with that, astronomers estimate that the sun isn’t going to end its life for about another 7 billion years. These facts show that there is enough solar energy to meet people’s needs, and that it is just a matter of containing and using it. Instead, people rely more on fossil fuels than on solar energy, which isn’t good because fossil fuels will one day run out. In fact, it is estimated that oil will run out in 2055, natural gas in 2072, and coal in 2128 (“Are We Close”). While fossil fuels will one day be gone, solar energy will not be for a very long time. So why not take advantage of this - “the universal giver of life”?


One way to implement this change of increasing solar panels is to urge the mayor and legislature to pass laws that make people have solar panels everywhere, including homes, schools, and buildings. This could be done through petitions and testimonies. Another way to implement this change is to have the government give monetary awards for having solar panels. This would encourage people to install solar panels. Lastly, the government could require companies to lower the cost of installing solar panels. This would make it more affordable for everyone. 
Solar panels save money, reduce the use of harmful fossil fuels, and are a reliable energy source, which is why having more of them will make Maui a better place to live. It is time for fossil fuels to go out with the past, and bring in more solar panels with the future, one panel at a time. 
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