Autobiography Mini-Project
8.4.1:  Write in a variety of grade-appropriate formats for a variety of purposes and audiences
8.5.1:  Use an organizational structure that maintains proportion among the parts of a piece of writing and gives it coherence.
Purpose:  To build our community of learners, you will write about yourself to inform your peers about your life and experiences that make you unique.  Worth 20 points; Due 


.
1.  On the back of this page, brainstorm a list of hobbies/interests, roles you play (sister, son, pitcher, babysitter, etc.), achievements, personality traits, and memorable experiences.
2.  Choose one from the following writing formats in the menu below.  Each product must contain a combination of a drawing/image(s)/pictures and writing/text.
	Poem

Write an original free-verse or rhyming poem or follow the "I Am" template.  Your poem should include:

  - specific, descriptive details

  - colorful choice of words
  - 3 stanzas or 15 lines
  - an overall mood that fits your personality. 
	3-Paragraph Essay

Your essay may follow the general outline:

 - Intro paragraph:  catchy intro. sentence, birth info./age, place you grew up, family, education.
  - 2nd paragraph:  interests, hobbies, friends.

  - 3rd paragraph:  goals in life

Each paragraph should be: 

  - 5-6 sentences with elaborate details (5 W's & H) 
  - written in 1st person POV. (ie:  "I was born...").  


	Song
Pick a popular song and write original lyrics about your life that fit the mood, beat, and rhythm of the song.  Should be 15+ lines.  You will also be performing your song to the class. 

	News Article
Write a news article about yourself written in 3rd person POV.  Your article should follow the general outline as the essay but focus on accomplishments in the 2nd paragraph. (ex: Johnson won first place in the State Taekwondo tournament held on Oahu on May 15, 2012.)  Always elaborate (5 W's & H). 
	Collage and Paragraph
  Create a collage of images taken from magazines, internet, etc. and compile them into a colorful collage that represents you.

  On a separate page, type a paragraph about how and why the collage represents you.
	Free Choice of drawing and writing in a different format.
Suggestions:

  - Draw a graphic organizer on how to survive your life as a pre-teen.  On the back, explain it.
  - Write a Mission Statement about your philosophy and truths in life.

  - Draw a comic strip that illustrates your life or important event (1 pg.).

 - Draw a life map of 10 main events in your life and label it.  On the back, write about one of those events.

  - see me for approval


* You will not be given much time in class, so please be self-directed and meet each deadline along the way.

** See the back for the Rubric.

Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds
	Meets
	Approaches

	Descriptive Details & Choice of Words
	Details are elaborate and specific; word choice creates interest and helps the reader imagine the writer's unique life.
	Details and word choice are sufficient,  and the reader gets a sense of the writer's life.
	Details lack specific information and uses generic word choices that leave the reader wanting to know more.

	Organiza-tion
	The format clearly follows the directions and format listed in the menu.
	The format is sufficient.
	The format does not follow the directions in the menu.

	Voice
	The writer's voice, tone, mood, and/or personality comes through in the piece.
	The reader gets a sense of the writer's voice, tone, mood, and/or personality.
	The writer's voice needs to be developed more thoroughly.

	Mechanics

(punc/caps/sp. grammar)
	Paragraphs and sentences are written in complete sentences and make sense.

Very few errors in pcs.
	Most sentences are well-written; some errors in pcs but not distracting.
	Sentences are difficult to understand throughout; several errors in pcs that make the reader stop and reread.

	GLO #4:  Quality Producer
	- Images/pics are colorful and convey the meaning of the text.
- The text is neatly typed. 

- Both image and text are neatly displayed and take up most of the white space.
- There are no messy pencil marks or smudges.

- Everything fits on an 8 1/2" x 11" page.
	- Images/pics are colorful and neat and match the text.
- Text is typed in correct format. 

- There are very few pencil marks or smudges; use of white space is sufficient.
- Everything fits on an 8 1/2" x 11" page.
	- Overall, the work is messy, incomplete, or written in pencil and does not make up good use of the whole page. 


Brainstorm topics about your life:
