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School:  873-3070 ext. 264

Email:  cheyenne_gazmen@notes.k12.hi.us
Website:  http://mrsstook.weebly.com
Standards-Based Course Objectives
The overall goal this year is for students to become better communicators: better readers, writers, speakers, listeners, and thinkers.  The lessons are designed for students

to meet the state standards.  For a full listing of the Language Arts standards, you can visit http://standardstoolkit.k12.hi.us. 
Curriculum Outline:

We will be using a new textbook & workbook, Springboard, throughout the year.  Each student has his or her own copy. Pages will be torn out and turned in, and the books will stay in the classroom. Students are expected to keep their current Springboard pages in their binder or accordion folder. NO copies will be provided but .pdf files will be made available online.

Units are organized around different themes, and students will read & analyze fiction, non-fiction, and poetic texts for each unit.

	Quarter One—Unit One: Challenge of Heroism

Independent Reading: fictional hero story; biography of historical or modern hero

Writing: narrative & definition essay 

Oral Communication: small & large group discussions and presentations; listening skills
	Quarter Two—Unit Two: Challenge of Utopia

Independent Reading: assigned novel (homework); informational text for research

Writing:  expository essay; argumentative essay

Oral Communication: small & large group discussions and presentations; listening skills

	Quarter Three—Unit Three: Challenge to Make a Difference

Independent Reading: narratives or biographies: making a difference –modern or historic

Writing: analysis of development of a theme & argumentative & persuasive essay

Oral Communication: small & large group discussions and presentations; listening skills
	Quarter Four—Unit Four: Challenge of Comedy

Independent Reading: humorous text independent reading

Writing: analysis of a humorous text

Oral Communication:  small & large group discussions and presentations; listening skills


 (subject to change)

Class Supplies- Due Fri., 8/9 or Mon., 8/12 

	Supplies Required
	Supplies Recommended (not urgent)

	-1 composition notebook 

-pencil/pen (blue/black)
	-USB flash drive 

-colored markers, hi-liter, glue sticks, ruler

-1 small pack post-it notes (3x3 any color)


	Class Expectations
	Class Consequences
(depending on severity of offense)

	1. Be Prepared

2. Be Focused

3. Be Respectful

4. Be Self-Directed

5. Follow School Rules
	1. Warning

2. Detention

3. Call Home and/or

4. Referral to Administration




Grades and edline.net

Edline.net will have the most recent grade information.  It is required that students be responsible for their progress and check their grades on edline regularly.  I do not post grades in my classroom except for mid-qtr. and final grades because they can be viewed on edline and to save on ink and paper.  If there are any questions, the best way to reach me is via email or call after school.  I usually update grades every two weeks.

A = Exceeds (90%+)


D = Well Below the standards (60%-69%)


B = Meets (80%-89%)

F = little or no evidence to determine level of proficiency
C = Approaches (70%-79%) 

A0= Auto Zero (correct & resubmit)
Summative: 80% of final grade
         
      Formative: 20% of final grade
Tests, final essays, book reviews, projects         homework, rough drafts, classwork
Planner and Homework:  *Please check your child’s planner daily for homework assignments*
1. Read every night for 20-30 minutes. Students can choose their own reading material.

2. TeenBiz: 2 articles per week with MC questions completed at 70% or better

3. Check Planner; check Edline regularly for assignments, grades, and missing work.
Absences.  It is important that your child be in school every day. When a child is absent, they must find out what was missed and make up the absent work within a day, depending on the length of the absence. 
Late Work.  Students are allowed 2 late homework assignments each quarter using a late homework voucher.  This only applies to formative work (see above).  Summative assessments, such as essays, are allowed one day late with a grade deduction. After that, no late assignments will be accepted without a parent or doctor’s note.  While this policy may seem strict, it is to help students prepare for the expectations in high school.
I am available during recess, advisory, and after school for students to come in for help.  Thank you for taking the time to read this, and I look forward to a productive and fun school year!
Sincerely,






Approved by:
Mrs. Gazmen-Stook





Mr. Jamie Yap

English Language Arts, 8th Grade



Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians:

Aloha and welcome to a new school year at Maui Waena Intermediate!  We hope together we can make this 8th grade year an enjoyable and positive learning experience.  Attached are the course descriptions and syllabi for your child’s core teachers (social studies, ELA, math, science).

Please read the following pages, fill in the information below, and sign this page only to acknowledge that you have read the information, and RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY by Friday, August 8 to your child’s homeroom teacher.  You may keep the course descriptions and syllabi for your records.

One important note about grades.  It is the student’s responsibility to check grades on edline weekly and to inquire about assignments.  It is expected that parents have access to edline accounts and check their child’s grades regularly.  Please bookmark edline.net, so that we can keep communication lines open and help your child succeed.  If you are not signed into edline, please contact Mr. Garcia, the 8th grade counselor, for assistance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us, and we will address your concerns.  

Mahalo! 

Team 8-1 Teachers:

Mr. Browning – Social Studies



Mrs. Kealoha-Kaia - Math
Mrs. Gazmen-Stook – English/Language Arts

Mrs. Reed - Science
Ms. Motta – Art elective




Mr. Garcia – 8th grade counselor

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

(Please sign and return this portion only by 8/8, Fri. or 8/11, Mon. at the latest)
Student Name: 




 
Advisory Teacher:



We have read the course descriptions and syllabi and understand the classroom policies.

_______________________ 
__________________________

__________

Student Signature


Parent / Guardian Signature

Date

Parent name: 






Parent name: 





Cell phone #: 






Cell phone #:





Email address(es) (please write neatly): 
Permission to participate in outdoor activity: (shoes are required for all outdoor activity)  


YES   or    NO    (please circle one)
Permission to view the following movies as part of our Enrichment Wheel activities:

Hunger Games Series, PG13

YES or NO

Divergent, PG13 


YES or NO
Lightning Thief Series, PG

YES or NO
Any other comments or questions:
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