Basic Essay Outline 
I. Intro paragraph

a. Hook (state a question, startling fact/statistic, or quote)
b. Background info (give a little information about the topic)
c. Thesis Statement (Main Idea of essay followed by 3 Main Points)
II. Body
1st Main point
a. Topic sentence (reason/main point #1)
b. Evidence, examples, facts from text
c. Explain, Elaborate - Why does it happen?  How does it happen?
d. Concluding sentence (restate topic sentence)
2nd Main point
a. Topic sentence (reason/main point #2)
b. Evidence, examples, facts from text
c. Explain, Elaborate – Why does it happen?  How does it happen?
d. Concluding sentence (restate topic sentence)
3rd Main point
a.   Topic sentence (reason/main point #3)
b. Evidence, examples, facts from text
c. Explain, Elaborate - Why does it happen?  How does it happen?
d. Concluding sentence (restate topic sentence)
III. Conclusion

a. Restate Thesis Statement in a different way + 3 Main Points
b. Concluding Statement (end with a strong statement)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do not be restricted by the above.  Depending on how many facts you want to include, your body paragraphs could look like this:

a. Topic sentence (reason)

b. Detail, fact, evidence

c. Explain, elaborate, examples 
d. Another detail, fact, evidence

e. Explain, elaborate, examples

f. Conclude

a. Topic sentence (reason)

b. Detail, fact, evidence

c. Another related detail, fact, evidence, example

d. Explain, elaborate on how both facts support your topic sentence
e. Conclude

