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Start typing your intro paragraph here. Of course you need to delete all the stuff I’m typing and replace it with your essay after you’ve read this!  This paragraph should contain your hook, background info., and thesis statement with your three reasons.  This paper is in MLA format.  Notice the top left header.  Remember to change the name and the date.  You need to create a title that relates to your essay.  Notice the whole document is double-spaced.  Notice it is in Times New Roman font, 12 pt. size.  Do NOT change that; although, Arial font is also acceptable.  Do not put extra line spaces between paragraphs.  It is also 1” margins all around. Before you do anything else, SAVE your document right now.  Press “File,” “Save As,” and rename the file.  If this is on Google Drive, just rename this document; it should save automatically.

Press the “Tab” key to indent each paragraph. This paragraph should discuss your first main point, or reason, followed by the specific fact or quote you used.  Did you use “  “ around the quote and article title?  Did you cite the author or article and say something like, “According to…”?  If you did not state your source, you could be plagiarizing!  Remember, a reader can check if you are plagiarizing by looking up the sources on your Works Cited page.  In any case, make sure the fact or evidence you use supports your reason.


Did you press the Tab” key?  I hope so!  I can tell, you know!  Type your 2nd reason here using TDEDEC followed by your fact/evidence and explanation or commentary.  Btw, you should press the space bar twice after a . ! ?  DO NOT press “Enter” at the end of each line.  The only time you press “Enter” is when you’re done with the paragraph.  Did you save yet?  Yikes! Always save your document as soon as you start it.  This way you can be sure you don’t lose all that valuable information.  Did I mention commentary?  I have explained it in multiple ways (see your handout), but basically, as a wise, young man once put it, it is “your thoughts on the matter” - what you think about the evidence or detail you just mentioned (without mentioning ‘I’ or ‘you’) and relating it back to your reason.

Your third reason and supporting evidence goes here.  Remember, it is important that your evidence clearly matches your reason.  Your evidence should be based on logos, ethos, or pathos and should reveal something new that the general reader does not already know.  You will then acknowledge a counterclaim for each reason and rebut the counterclaim, which should lead nicely into your concluding sentence.  You do not need to go in-depth.  Simply tell why or how these counterclaims are not as strong as your claims. 


Finally, the concluding paragraph. Yes, that is a fragment.  Restate your thesis statement in a different way. End with a strong statement that captures the main idea or connects back to the hook somehow. Since this is a persuasive paper, end with some kind of action you want the reader to take!  Be passionate about your beliefs!  Let your voice shine through throughout the whole essay!  Yet, try to maintain an academic tone.  So many things to think about!  When you’re done, make sure you run a spell check, read EACH word and sentence ALOUD to yourself to make sure it makes sense, and I don’t want to see any Auto 0 errors!  Good luck and well done!  (
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