Syllabus for English 9
Spring 2012
Teacher:  Mrs. Gazmen-Stook
Teacher’s website:  Mrsstook.weebly. com
Contact information:

Cheyenne_Gazmen-Stook@notes.k12.hi.us

Course Description

Freshman English is designed to provide students with a variety of standards based units that explore the world of literature.  Language arts skills will be addressed throughout the semester including reading, writing, conventions of language, and oral communication.  Students will learn to appreciate the various forms of literature, understand the nature and structure of language and convey their ideas orally and in writing.
Supplies and Materials for class

Textbook The Language of Literature McDougal Littell Gold Edition
Students are ALWAYS required to have a “free reading” book of their own choosing

Notebook specifically for English

Writing utensils (pens and pencils)

Folder devoted specifically to English—keep all handouts and returned work in this folder
Filler Paper

Homework/Project Policies
All work is expected to be neat and legible.  All work should be done to the best of each student’s ability.

In the event of an absence, it is the student’s job to look at the folders in the front of the classroom or on my website Mrsstook.weebly.com, which is updated daily, for missing work.  Student must show Excused Absence Pass (yellow sheet from the office) in order to receive credit for work from the day of the absence.  Without an Excused Absence Pass, no credit will be awarded for work due on date of absence.  This includes major assignments.
Students DO NOT get to make up any work for points on days they were unexcused absent.

Major assignments are updated on my website:  Mrsstook.weebly.com 

In-class work and homework may NOT be turned in late for credit without an excused absence.  

Major Projects and Essays may be turned in late for points off.  One day late is 10% off.  No credit will be given for work turned in after one day late.  However, remember that if a student is unexcused absent on the day the project is due, there is NO credit awarded.
Grading Guidelines  (go to classroll.com to check your grades)
Major Assessments (tests, projects, speeches, and essays) . .  .. .……60%

Daily Assignments (in-class and homework). . . . . …………….. . . . . …..30%

Participation………………………………………...………………………………….….10%

Total …………………………………………………………………………………..……100%
Term 1 and Term 2 grades are averaged together for the Final Semester Grade.
To access grades electronically check them on classroll.com .  If you don’t have home access to a computer, make time in your week to go to the computer lab or library during lunch or afterschool to see what your grade is.  It is your responsibility to keep tabs on this.
Classroom Expectations and Consequences
· Be polite—listen when you are supposed to listen and raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak.
· Be attentive when the teacher or another student is addressing the class; refrain from talking and/or distracting others or yourself.
· Choose your attitude when you walk through the door.

· Be in your seat by the time the bell rings— three unexcused tardies equals a lunch or afterschool detention.  If detention isn’t served, student is referred to administration.  
· Stay on-task at all times, especially during class/group work.
· No using electronic devices without permission —cell phones and other electronic devices will be taken until the end of the school day for the first and second offenses, then brought down to the office on the third offense.  
· There is a “No Grumbling Policy” regarding electronics….if you’re using your electronic device without permission and you are caught, you cannot grumble when its taken away.

· Some beverages are allowed in the classroom but not food; recycle when done.
· No Plagiarism.  Using anyone’s work as your own or not using citations while using research is considered plagiarism.  Any work that is plagiarized will receive a zero with no chance to make up the work or points.  The student may be referred to administration. 

· Keep your desk clean and clear.

· Come prepared to class each day—pens, pencils, tablet, and extra paper.  Be ready to work!
· All school rules must be followed in class.

For discipline problems, depending on the severity of the situation, there can be a multitude of consequences including but not limited to a quick chat during or after class, participation grade lowered, an afterschool detention, a parent meeting, or a referral to administration.
**Teacher reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time to better suit the needs of her students**
For details on Language Arts Standards and Benchmarks, please go to the state's website:  http://165.248.30.40/hcpsv3/index.jsp
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Aloha Parents/Guardians:   (Please remove this section and submit by Friday, 1/6/12)
Every other week I will be sending out an email to update you on major assignments in class.  Please provide your email address(es), and please write clearly.  Your email address will remain confidential and will not be shared with others.
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Parent's cell number(s): 









