I-SEARCH PAPER

Pre-reflection (Part 1)

The Whats and Whys?–Before you begin researching
Purpose:  To show that you have thought about your topic fully before you begin the research and paper writing process.  To answer specific questions with appropriate answers in complete sentences.
Assignment:  Write a Pre-reflection about why you chose your topic, what you know about your topic already, and what you are hoping to find out throughout your research.  This should be at least one page typed.  You must restate the question in your answer.  Each part can be answered on a separate paragraph though.
As soon as your topic has been approved and your KWL is completed, you should start writing PART ONE of the I-Search. Here’s what it should cover:

Questions to be answered:

· What do I know about this issue as I begin my research?

· What are some opinions I have about this issue and its effects on society?  
· What specifically do I expect to find out while writing this paper?
· What are some questions I hope to be able to answer after completing all my research?

· What types of sources am I planning to use while I research?  How am I going to find them?

· Why am I interested in this topic?
· What do I hope to gain personally by studying this subject?
· Why will having knowledge of this issue be valuable and important to me?
· What experiences have I had that can connect me to this topic?
· What have I read and seen that can connect me to this topic?
When you type your answers, please address the question by restating it in your sentences.  You do not have to type out the question each time.

Example:  Why am I interested in this topic?
I am interested in this topic because the idea of girls my age being forced to marry old men for the sake of money is appalling to me.  I would never agree to do something like this, and it makes me wonder why people do this in other countries and why it is allowed.[image: image1.png]



