Short Story Rubric (Final)


	CATEGORY
	Advanced (9 pts.)
	Proficient (8 pts.)
	Partially Proficient/Almost (7 pts.)
	Well Below/Novice (6 pts.)

	Title Page

Creative title, Scene from the story, Name, date.
	Contains an original & detailed illustration that clearly depicts a scene from the story; title cleverly matches the story; font reflects style of story.
	Title page has a graphic (picture, illustration) and other requirements; sufficient details in scene.
	Title is not that creative and/or missing one of the requirements; scene lacks some details.
	Missing 2 or more of the requirements; scene is poorly depicted.

	Setting & Mood
	Several vivid details used to clearly describe time and place of action; description effectively helps the reader imagine the setting AND effectively evokes an appropriate mood for the story.
	Descriptive words sufficiently help the reader imagine the time and place of the story; creates a mood for the story.
	The reader can figure out when and where the story took place, but the author didn't supply much detail; the mood is unclear.
	The reader has trouble figuring out when and where the story took place.

	Characters &

Characterization:

(phys. descript, words, actions, thoughts, others say)
	Main Character(s) seem life-like and real due to effective characterization; names are appropriate; one main character is dynamic.
	Main characters are  believable and life-like due to sufficient characterization; one main character is dynamic.
	There is some characterization, but main characters do not seem life-like; some evidence of a dynamic character but remains unclear.
	Little attempt at characterization; characters are static and/or flat.

	Dialogue
	Appropriate amount of dialogue is used naturally to bring characters to life, reveal characters' inner traits and/or to advance the plot.  It is always clear who is speaking; punctuated and formatted correctly; "said" not used more than 2x throughout the story.
	Dialogue is used to bring the characters to life and/or affect the plot; it is clear which character is speaking.  The amount of dialogue is just right without intruding on other parts of the story; "said" not used more than 3x.
	There is dialogue but it does not always bring characters to life or help the plot; sometimes unclear which character is speaking; too much or too little dialogue; "said" used more than 3x.
	The use of dialogue is ineffective; unclear who is speaking; "said" is overused.

	Conflict /

Resolution
	Central conflict is clear and believable and naturally leads up to the climax and resolution.  Conflict is clearly resolved at the end and avoids clichés.
	Central conflict is clear  and believable, and conflict is  resolved at the end; avoids clichés (ex: woke up from a dream).
	Central conflict is somewhat clear; there is some resolution or resolution feels rushed at the end.
	Conflict or resolution remains unclear or unresolved.

	Theme


	Theme can be clearly identified and defined; supported by characters' actions/words and other fictional elements; avoids clichés.
	Theme can be clearly defined based on fictional elements.
	Theme is somewhat unclear because there are few details to support it.
	Theme is unclear; no evidence in the story to support it.

	Grammar / Mechanics, Sp/Punc/Caps;

Sentence fluency. 
	Grammar, Mechanics, Sp/Punc/Caps are accurate throughout with 1-2 minor errors that don't distract.  Sentences flow smoothly.
	3-4 minor errors that are not distracting to the reader; sentences flow pretty smoothly.
	5 errors that are distracting; some sentences lack fluency or are confusing.
	Several errors (5+) that distract the reader from enjoying the piece; several sent. are confusing.

	MLA Format

(See pink reference sheet)
	Except for the title page, everything is perfectly typed and correct formatted in MLA style.
	1 error in formatting.
	2 errors in formatting.
	3 or more errors in formatting.

	GLO #4: Quality Producer
	Final product is neat and attractive, no pencil marks; all parts are neatly put together; shows quality thought and effort put into it.  Nothing seems rushed or at the last-minute; author takes great pride in the final product. 
	Final product is readable, clean and free of erasures and crossed-out words.  Assembled neatly.
	The final draft of the story is readable and some of the pages are neat, but It looks like parts of it might have been done in a hurry.
	The final draft is not neat or attractive. It looks like the student just wanted to get it done and didn't care what it looked like.


Bonus 5 pts. overall for effective use of  literary devices, such as irony, flashback, or foreshadowing, and/or fig. language (similes, metaphors, alliteration).   



Total: 


 / 81
Comments:
Peer-Editing Checklist
Use this checklist to help the writer improve his/her story.  Criteria is based on the Rubric.  Give a   +/√/-    to rate each section.  Write comments/suggestions on his/her paper while reading.

Peer #1:



Peer #2:



   #3:



___
	Traits
	#1
	#2
	#3

	Title page: 
· Creative Title
· Scene is colorful and neat
· Name, Date

	
	
	

	Setting: 
· Descriptive details help you imagine it

· evokes a mood
Can you guess the mood? __________________________________________

	
	
	

	Characters & Characterization of main character:
· You can describe the inner traits/personality: _____________________________
· Character is dynamic

	
	
	

	Dialogue: 
· useful to the character or plot, 
· punctuated and formatted correctly, 
· you can tell who is speaking, 
· "said" not used more than 2x.

	
	
	

	Conflict/Resolution:  
· Conflict and Resolution are clear
· What is the conflict of the story? ______________________________________

	
	
	

	Theme:  
· Theme is clear and character's actions support it.
· What do you think the theme is?________________________________________

	
	
	

	Grammar, Mechanics:  
· correct Sp/punc/caps

· Sentences flow smoothly
· All paragraphs & sentences are clear and easy to understand; there are no confusing parts.
	
	
	

	MLA Format:  
· Perfectly formatted with no mistakes (except Title page)
· 1" margins, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman, top right header 1/2" from top: Last Name and page number.  Left side 1" from top: First and Last Name, Instructor, Class, Date
	
	
	

	GLO #4: Quality Producer:  
· Very neat and easy to read, quality effort and thought
	
	
	


