NPD:


“Romeo & Juliet” Study Questions

Prologue/Act 1,Scene 1

Prologue

1. In which town is the play set?

2.  What does “star-crossed lovers” mean?

3. What are the main points in the prologue?

4.  Why does Shakespeare present this information at the beginning of the play?

Act I, Scene I

1. What does Sampson mean when he says he will not “carry coals?”

2. Complete this sentence: In Shakespearean times, biting your thumb was...

a. a gesture of friendship

b. an insult

c. hitting on someone

3. Why do the servants start fighting?

4.  Benvolio’s name means “goodwill.”  Do his actions match his name?  Explain.

5.  Why have the Capulets and Montagues been fighting for so long?

6.  How many times have the Capulets and Montagues had street fights recently?

7. How has Romeo been spending his days recently?  List 2 things.


a.


b.

8. Whom does Romeo say he loves in Scene 1 and why? 

9.  How does Romeo describe love?  Give two supporting details.

10. What does Benvolio tell Romeo to do in order to forget the girl who doesn’t want him?

“Romeo & Juliet” Study Questions

Act I (Cont’d)

Scene 2

1. What “suit” does Paris bring to Capulet in Scene 2?

2. Why is the servant upset about having been given a list of party guests to find?

3. What does Romeo want to happen to his eyes if they find someone other than Rosaline desirable at the party?  
Quote(s):  























Line(s): 



Explanation/Commentary:  





















4.  How does Benvolio & Romeo’s encounter with Capulet’s messenger serve two purposes?


a. 













b.












Scene 3

1. How old is Juliet? When is her birthday?

2. How would you describe the nurse’s personality?  Give a supporting detail.


a.  Character trait:  











b.  Supporting detail:






















3. Does Lady Capulet want Juliet to love Paris?  Why or why not?  Explain.

Act I, Scene 4

1. According to Mercutio, who or what is Queen Mab?

2. How does Mercutio’s character contrast against Romeo’s?  Give a supporting detail.  


a.  Romeo is 



 while Mercutio is 



.

b.  Supporting detail #1:  





















3. Give an example of foreshadowing at the end of Scene 4. 


Quote:


























Line #(s):  




Explanation/Commentary:













































Act I, Scene 5

1. How does Romeo and his friends get into the Capulet party?

2. When Romeo first sees Juliet, what terms does he use to describe her and his feelings?  Paraphrase:

a.  His description of her:  























b.  His description of his reaction toward her: 

















 

3. How does Tybalt find out about Romeo?

4. How does Capulet handle Tybalt?  Why?

5. How do Romeo and Juliet find out about their true identities?
