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A New School

The bell rings. Stampedes of students go running in the hallways; too many kids and not enough room. There are way too many students per school here on Maui, so why not build another intermediate school? One thing we should do to make Maui a better place to live would be to build a new, advanced, intermediate school. This would create jobs, provide better technology for learning, and decrease overcrowding. 

Firstly, building a new school would create many jobs for people here on the island. There are 82 million people in the United States who are unemployed. Because of the economy, many people have been laid off and need a job. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, five percent of people in Hawaii are unemployed. That may seem like a small amount, but the population of Hawaii is 1,392,313, and the population of Maui is 158,226! Building a new school would employ construction workers, teachers, janitors, groundskeepers, security, lunch workers, principals, and many other types of jobs. A new school could help someone’s family survive.

Secondly, having technology in classrooms will help students learn fast and have a fun time doing it. Over crowded school’s budget isn’t enough to provide newer technology to help students learn. For example, at Maui Waena the computers are outdated, and the internet connection is slow; limiting the use of technology in the classroom. Ashley Wainright states that a yearlong study done by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt in California showed that using iPads increased math test scores by twenty percent compared to students using textbooks. “Students interaction with the device was more personal. You could tell students were more engaged,” said Kells, principal of the middle school. “Using the iPad was more normal, more understandable for them.” Also according to Wainright, technology in class helps improve attitude, confidence, and writing skills. A new school would be able to afford to buy advanced technology. In a generation where technology is everywhere, why not bring it to the classrooms?

Next, a new school could fix the overcrowding that is becoming a major issue in the United States. An example of an overcrowded school is Maui Waena. According to the office staff, there are 1115 students, and roughly 150 teachers. Our lunch lines are so long with such little staff, that we have students do “café duty”, (students clean tables and help with the food.) There were still so many students being late to class and not having time to eat, so the school changed the whole bell schedule to make lunch longer. Also, the bathrooms are disgusting because many people are obnoxious and don’t care if they make messes, and it’s hard to always clean them. More importantly, according to the “Great Schools” website, small classes start gaining benefits when class sizes are less than twenty students. Many classes and advisories at Maui Waena have twenty-five students or more. Kathleen Cushman says, “Small schools do better across the board at knowing students well, keeping their work meaningful, and joining with others in collaborative communities.” Like Cushman says, in a smaller school, teachers can get to know students better and give them the help they need. Building a new school will help because there will be fewer students per class, more time to eat lunch, no need for cafeteria duty, cleaner bathrooms, and the teacher can help everyone.

To implement my idea I would start a petition and get as many people possible to agree to build a new school. Then I would ask the people who signed the petition to send emails about the idea to the Board of Education, legislators, and the state of Hawaii. If enough people sent in emails, they might even look into the idea of a new school. If that doesn’t work, then I could put a persuasive paragraph of my idea, and what it’s all about in the newspaper. This would get people talking about a new school, and they might even try to help make it happen. 

The bell rings. Students walk in groups toward their destinations. This is the way things should be. Calm and collected. Not crazy and chaotic. A new school would help our economy, help the way students learn with new technology, and let us get the one-on-one time with the teacher. All in all, a new school would make Maui a better place to live for everyone. They say, “Students are the future.” So why not give us the best education we can have to make the future a better place? Help the future; build a new school!
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