Writing Outline:  1st Draft
· Use transitional words in every paragraph; refer to the list in your ML section.
1st paragraph - Introduction
Hook sentence (quote/quest./ startling fact):  

































Some basic information about the topic (2-3 sentences):  

























































Thesis statement:  






































Paragraph 2: Body of the Essay

Topic Sentence (Reason #1):






















Cite a Fact/Evidence #1:
According to…
   










































(source).
· Explain in your own words what this fact means, why it’s important, or how it relates to your topic sentence (5 W’s & H).
























































Cite another strong Fact/Evidence: 












































(source).
· Explain in your own words what this fact means, why it’s important, or how it relates to your topic sentence (5 W’s & H).





















































   


Conclude  (Restate the topic sentence in a different way): 





Paragraph 3: Body of the Essay

Topic Sentence (Reason #2):






















Cite a Fact/Evidence #1:  
According to… 

   









































(source).
· Explain in your own words what this fact means, why it’s important, or how it relates to your topic sentence (5 W’s & H).
























































Cite another strong Fact/Evidence:  












































(source).
· Explain in your own words what this fact means, why it’s important, or how it relates to your topic sentence (5 W’s & H).




















































   




Conclude  (Restate the topic sentence in a different way): 





Paragraph 4: Body of the Essay

Topic Sentence (acknowledge opposing or alternate sides):

















Counterclaim #1:  


   












































(source).
· Rebuttal (disprove counterclaim #1 and/or explain how this counterclaim is not as valid as your claim.)



























































Counterclaim #2:  















































(source).
· Rebuttal (disprove counterclaim #2 and/or explain how this counterclaim is not as valid as your claim.)





















































   




 

Conclude (restate the counterclaims and how they are not as valid): 





























5th paragraph:  Conclusion
Restate the thesis statement in a different way: 













































Strong Closing Statement (tie up your idea and urge the reader to take some kind of action):








































Citing Sources in the Essay (In-text citation)
When citing sources in your essay, use…



Example

	1.  The author’s last name

(If there’s no pg #, don’t worry about it.)
	According to McGonigal, “Collectively, as a planet, we now spend more than one billion hours every single day playing videogames” (pg #).


	2.  If there’s no author, use the title of the article, but shorten the title in parenthesis.
	We spend so much time on video games that “collectively, as a planet, we now spend more than one billion hours every single day playing video games” (“How Might Video Games”).


	3. If there is no author, no article title, then cite the website title in italics 
	Worldwide, tobacco use causes nearly 5 million deaths per year (StartLivingHealthy). 


Other kinds of verbs to use in signal phrases besides “According to…”
	acknowledges 
	points out 

	argues 
	reports   ex:  McGonigal reports that…

	acknowledges 
	states

	argues 
	

	claims  ex: McGonigal claims that…
	

	
	


