Julius Caesar

Essay Test:  Compare/Contrast 5-paragraph essay
Assignment:  You will write a compare contrast essay which focuses on comparing and contrasting two characters from the play Julius Caesar.
Directions:

· Choose from the following questions to answer for your paper.  If you have another topic, get my approval first.  

· Pre-write:  Fill out the Venn Diagram to brainstorm ideas.

· Use the handouts to help write your first draft.

· You may use your notes, packets, and textbook. 

· Submit final written in ink or typed draft with drafts and rubric.
Topics:
1. Take two of the main characters and analyze their qualities of leadership.  Choose 2 from Caesar, Brutus, or Cassius.  Who would make a better leader?  Give 3 main reasons why one would make a better leader than the other.  Use specific examples from the play to illustrate their leadership qualities in decision-making, war tactics, alliances, etc.
2. Caesar and Brutus had a great deal in common. Both men were misled and manipulated by their friends.  Who was more misled?  Explain with 3 reasons and examples from the text.  
3. Compare and contrast the speeches made by Brutus and Mark Antony during Caesar’s funeral.  Who was more persuasive and why?  What did each man say or do to change the opinion of the crowd? List 3 reasons why one man was more persuasive than the other.  
4. Who was the tragic hero of the play?  Compare and contrast Caesar or Brutus and refer to the qualities of a tragic hero to make your case.  List 3 main reasons why one was more tragic than the other and support with examples.
5. The use of omens and supernatural events is significant in the play.  Choose two main characters to compare and contrast the effect the omens had on those characters.  Which character allows omens to affect their behavior and decisions?  Give 3 specific times when each character believed or disbelieved the omens. 
Checklist of Requirements:
· Venn Diagram completed

· Follows one of the outlines
· Contains two quotes from the play per body paragraph as a supporting detail WITH ACT, SCENE AND LINE NUMBERS cited. ex: (3.2.176-78) 
· Contains transitional words that show similarities and differences (furthermore, on the other hand, similarly, in contrast, however, etc.)
· Contains clear thesis statement – the point you are making about the two characters ex:  Brutus makes a better leader than Cassius

· Falls in the “Proficient” or “Advanced” on the Rubric
